sus, Turkey and Western Europe, plans to deploy the NATO military bases in South Caucasus being developed within the last few years can be classified as merely individual fragments supporting the framing of those areas within the focus of the world political interest. ' In light of what has already been stated it seems expedient to peer into the periods of the Circum-Caspian zone featuring continuous regional geopolitical factors generating the international relations throughout the history to date. One such historical period for the Circum-Caspian zone with the adjacent Eurasian areas was the epoch of Peter I and Nadir Shah Afshar characterized by the peak antagonism for leadership between Russia, Turkey and Iran on the one hand, and England and France on the other hand, the states supporting the former countries against Russia.
This approach to the problem shows that the Caucasus-Near-Caspian region bridging Europe and Asia, East and West, North and South, integrating the economic, political, ethnic, confessional and cultural processes, having repetitively fallen amidst the crucial military and political occurrences, is again featured within the system of major events and their contemporary interaction.
In the 16th -early 17th cc. a decisive influence upon the International relations at the Near- A distinguishing feature of forming the international relations in the indicated region since the mid-l7th century was the emergence of the third force on the Caucasian skyline -the rising Russia that conquered Astrakhan with an outlet to the Caspian Sea in 1556, annexed Kabarda in 1557 and seized Azov in 1700. However, the determinant role of the Near-Caspian areas in the Eurasian International Relations made itself manifest in the major military and political events which were inscribed into the epoch of Peter I and Nadir-Shah Afshar and which grabbed into their orbit not only Russia, but also its major geopolitical adversaries: England, France, Sweden, Poland, et al. This collision in international relations caused by the interference of the mentioned countries had been shaping around certain key events: the Caspian Campaign by Peter I, the regional delimitations between Russia and Turkey, the Russian-Iranian contacts and treaties, the Russian-Turkish and Persian-Turkish wars, the anti-Russia policies of the "Eastern Barrier" by the Western powers, etc.
The most significant of those events, the Caspian Campaign by Peter I having no analogy in its scale, the amount of the actuated forces and the military and political consequences, has become subject of special research in the relevant historiography. The emerging situation caused an acute dissatisfaction of the Porte issuing an official warning that a further buildup of the Russian efforts in the Near-Caspian area will entail a declaration of war by Istanbul. That statement was followed by specific actions. Haji Daud, a Dagestani landlord having become an Ottoman subject in 1722 as the overking of Dagestan and Shirvan was instructed "so that he...appropriated the proximal Persian provinces by force and arms ... would by all means try to expel the Russian garrison from Derbent and all adjacent regions".4 4
The hegemonic cravings of the Ottomans were vigorously supported by the British diplomacy. Prodded by the British Ambassador, the Porte was very aggressive. In a special letter to the Turkish Sultan the Ambassador assured him that Russia was prepared to effect the seizure of the entire Caucasus, but having no allies in Europe can be easily defeated. Influenced by the English diplomacy, the Porte started preparing for war. In April 1723, Ibrahim-pasha, the Great vizier, demanded to recognize the Turkey-occupied Western areas of Iran, Transcaucasia and part of Northern Caucasus with Derbent as Turkish territory. Russia was to get the Zasulak area up to the river Terek. The Turkish plan to absorb the mentioned territories triggered a resolute counteraction on the part of Russia. Having amassed forces at the Russian-occupied Caspian territories, to achieve added security in case of a war with Turkey, Peter I declared his preparedness to protect the interests of Russia using all available means.
The 
